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Annual  Report 


on  the 


HEALTH  OF  THE  BOROUGH 


for  the  Year  1954 


M.  L.  SUTCLIFFE,  T.D.,  D.P.H, 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 


8utktrWin4,  Print  ar,  Tav/kaahttry 


BOROUGH  OF  TEWKESBURY 


To  the  Mayor, 

Aldermen  and  Councillors  of  the  Borough  of  Tewkesbury 
Mr.  Mayor  and  Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  submit  my  report  on  the  Hygiene  Conditions  and  Vital 
Statistics  of  the  Borough  for  the  year  1954. 

It  includes  the  report  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector  and  is  compiled 
to  conform  with  Articles  6(3)  and  17(5)  of  the  Sanitary  Officers 
(Outside  London)  Regulations,  1935,  and  it  incorporates  the 
requirements  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  Circular  28/54  dated  15th 
December,  1954. 

In  accordance  with  instructions  the  distribution  of  this  report 
is  a  wide  one  and  includes: — 

The  Ministry  of  Health. 

The  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

The  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food. 

The  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government. 

The  Ministry  of  Labour  and  National  Service. 

The  general  health  of  the  Borough  has  remained  good  during 
the  year  and  there  was  comparatively  little  infectious  disease. 

The  birth  rate  is  considerably  above  that  for  England  and 
Wales  but  so,  unfortunately,  is  the  death  rate. 

It  is  very  satisfactory  to  report  that  there  have  been  no  deaths 
of  mothers  in  childbirth  since  1944. 

Full  particulars  of  the  environmental  health  conditions  are 
given  in  the  report  and  the  slum  clearance  progress  is  very 
pleasing. 

I  should  like  to  thank  the  Mayor  and  the  Chairman  and 
members  of  the  Public  Health  Committee  for  the  way  in  which 
they  deal  with  recommendations  of  this  Department,  and  also  to 
thank  the  Borough  staff  for  their  invariable  assistance. 

I  must  also  thank  the  Sanitary  Inspector  for  his  very  excellent 
work  in  the  compilation  of  this  report,  and  very  much  regret  that 
he  has  left  the  service  of  the  Corporation. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

MAURICE  L.  SUTCLIFFE, 

May,  1955.  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  STAFF 


M.  L.  Sutcliffe,  t.d.,  m.r.c.s.,- l.r.c.p.,  d.p.h.,  d.p.m.,  Medical 
Officer  of  Health.  Medical  Officer  of  Health  to  the  Tewkesbury 
Borough,  Gloucester  Rural  and  Newent  Rural  Joint  M.O.H. 
Committee,  and  County  Divisional  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
for  No.  5  Division  (Gloucester  Area  Health  Sub-Committee). 

J.  H.  Rhodes,  a.m.i.san.i.,  m.r.san.i.,  m.s.i.a.,  Sanitary 
Inspector,  Inspector  of  Meat  and  Other  Foods,  and  Inspector 
under  the  Petroleum  (Consolidation)  Acts. 


Adoptive  Legislation  in  force  in  the  Borough 

Public  Health  Act,  1936,  Section  75  —  Provision  of  Regulation 
Dustbins  —  adopted  21st  March,  1938. 


Bye-laws. 

Tents,  Vans,  Sheds  and  similar  structures  —  adopted  1st 
November,  1938. 

Handling,  etc.,  and  Sale  of  Food  in  the  Open  Air  —  adopted 
21st  April,  1952. 

Building  Bye-laws  —  adopted  20th  April,  1953. 
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VITAL  STATISTICS 


These  statistics  give  particulars  as  to  the  births  and  deaths  in 
the  District,  together  with  certain  rates  which  are  compared,  where 
possible,  with  those  for  England  and  Wales. 

A  detailed  list  of  the  causes  of  death  will  be  found  in  Table  30 


Table  1  Infantile  Births  and  Deaths 


Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

0  om- 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Male 

Female 

Total 

bin’d 

Total 

Live  Births 

46 

50 

96 

4 

5 

9 

105 

Still  Births 

... 

i  ■■ 

■  ■ 

.... 

Infant  Deaths  : 
(a)  0-4  weeks 

2 

2 

4 

4 

(b)  4  weeks-  lyr. 

_ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Table  2 

Deaths 

Total 

Male 

Female 

T  otal 

Deaths 

49 

37 

86 

Table  3 

Birth  and  Death  Rates 

Borough  of 

England 

Tewkesbury 

and  Wales 

Crude  Live  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  pop’n 

19.4 

^Corrected  Live  Birth  Rate 

V  15.2 

per  1 ,000  population 

18.04 

) 

Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  total  births 

— 

24.0 

Crude  Death  Rate  per  1,000  population 

15.9 

1  113 

^Corrected  ,,  ,, 

14.8 

i  1  1  • 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  1  year  per 

1000  live  births 

38.2 

25.5 

Death  Rate  of  Legitimate  Infants  per 

1000  Legitimate  Live  Births 

40.6 

i 

Death  Rate  of  Illegitimate  Infants  per 

y  not 

1000  Illegitimate  Live  Births 

Nil 

j  available 

Death  Rate  from  Puerperal  Causes  per 

1  V0  rota!  birfhs 

Nil 

0.69 

*Note.— The  corrected  Birth  and  Death  Rates  are  obtained  by 
multiplying  the  Crude  Rates  by  the  factors  0.93  and  0.93 
respectively.  These  factors  are  supplied  by  the  Registrar- 
General  and  serve  to  make  the  Crude  Rates  for  the  District 
comparable  with  the  Rates  for  the  country  as  a  whole,  or 
with  the  Rates  of  any  other  area,  whose  Rates  have  been 
similarly  modified. 
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STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF 

THE  BOROUGH 


Area  (in  acres),  2,614  (including  96  acres  of  water). 
Population  (Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  Home  Population, 
mid-1954),  5,410. 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (December  31st,  1954)  according 
to  rate  books,  1,751. 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate,  £138  (gross). 

General  Rate,  1954-55,  27/2d.  (County  j recept,  17/6d.) 

Social  Conditions  and  Chief  Industries 

The  Borough,  although  small,  is  of  great  historic  interest,  for 
which  it  is  famous  not  only  in  the  British  Isles  but  also  overseas. 
It  has  returned  to  its  importance  as  a  coaching  town,  which  it  held 
prior  to  the  advent  of  railways,  and  as  a  result,  has  large  numbers 
of  visitors  and  trippers.  Because  of  this,  its  largest  industry  is  in 
Connection  with  the  hotel  and  catering  trades. 

Other  industries  in  the  Borough  are: — 

Messrs.  Dowty  Group,  approximately  225  employees. 
Borough  Flour  Mills,  approximately  130  employees. 
Messrs.  Blackwells  Bearings  (light  engineering) ,  approxi¬ 
mately  80  employees. 

Messrs.  Bathursts  (boat-building) ,  approximately  30 
employees. 

There  are  also  a  number  of  smaller  firms  employing  perhaps 
not  more  than  10  to  20  persons  each. 

A  considerable  number  of  residents  work  outside  the  Borough 
in  Gloucester,  Cheltenham  and  Ashchurch. 

U  nemploy  ment 

The  following  information  was  kindly  supplied  by  Mr.  B.  W. 
J.  Wheeler,  the  Manager  of  the  local  Employment  Exchange: — 

1.  Unemployment. 

As  is  previous  years,  unemployment  generally  has  remained 
consistently  low,  and  although  the  monthly  average  of  25.7 
males  and  13.5  females  is  slightly  higher  than  the  two  preceding 
years,  the  increase  is  not  an  unhealthy  one,  but  in  the  main 
due  to  the  normal  turnover  of  labour. 

2.  Employment. 

The  satisfactory  position,  referred  to  in  my  report  last  year, 
has  been  maintained,  and  the  general  prospects  are  extremely 
favourable.  The  engineering  industry  has  absorbed  a  large 
number  of  workers  and  the  increase  is  likely  to  continue. 

One  very  important  feature,  not  mentioned  in  previous  reports, 
is  the  fact  that  young  persons,  both  boys  and  girls,  are  quickly 
absorbed  in  industry  on  leaving  school.  It  is  only  in  a  few 
cases  that  difficulty  in  placing  them  is  experienced. 
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GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 

IN  THE  BOROUGH 


Laboratory  Facilities 

The  examination  of  pathological  specimens,  and  analyses  of 
milk  and  ice  cream  samples,  etc.,  are  carried  out  at  the  laboratory 
of  the  Gloucester  Royal  Hospital,  under  the  Medical  Research 
Council  scheme.  (There  is  no  charge  for  this  work.) 

Water  and  sewage  analyses,  taken  by  this  Department,  are 
carried  out  by  the  Council's  Analysts,  Messrs.  Ellis  and  Turner, 
Public  Analysts,  Gloucester. 

Water  analyses  in  respect  of  the  Cheltenham  and  Gloucester 
Joint  Water  Board's  Works  are  carried  out  by  the  Resident  Chemist. 

Hospitals 

The  Council  have  no  responsibility  for  arranging  hospital 
treatment,  except  with  regard  to  old  people  in  need  of  care  and 
attention  and  dealt  with  under  the  National  Assistance  Acts. 

Infectious  disease  cases  are  admitted  to  Gloucester  City 
Isolation  Hospital  at  Over  (Gloucester,  Stroud  and  Forest  Hospital 
Management  Committee). 

Ambulance  Facilities 

There  is  one  ambulance  at  the  Ambulance  Station  in  Mill  Street 
with  an  establishment  of  three  full-time  drivers.  In  emergencies, 
ambulances  from  Cheltenham  and  Newent  are  also  available.  This 
service  is  under  the  administration  of  the  County  Council. 
Infectious  disease  cases  are  transported  by  the  Isolation  Hospital’s 
Ambulances. 

Nursing  in  the  Home 

The  two  District  Nurses  who  undertake  midwifery  and  general 
nursing  in  the  Borough  and  the  Parishes  of  Ashchurch,  Tredington 
and  Twyning,  work  under  the  County  Health  Committee,  while  the 
local  Voluntary  Association  supervises  secretarial  and  nurses 
welfare  matters. 

Home  Help  Service 

This  service  is  administered  by  the  Area  Health  Sub-Committee 
of  the  County  Council. 

The  following  types  of  cases  are  assisted  and  the  figures  on 
31st  December,  1954,  were:  — 

Maternity  Cases  .  2 

General  Sickness  .  4 

Tuberculosis  2 

Chronic  Sick  or  Old  Age  .  17 


Total 


25 


This  total  of  25  compares  with  a  total  of  22  in  December,  1952. 
The  scheme  is  very  popular  and  it  undoubtedly  means  that  many 
of  the  cases  cared  for  are  able  to  remain  in  their  homes  instead  of 
having  to  be  sent  to  hospitals  or  institutions.  This  applies  specially 
to  cases  of  chronic  sickness  and  old  age. 

There  were,  on  31st  December,  1954,  14  part-time  Home  Helps 
in  the  district. 


Tewkesbury  Old  People’s  Welfare  Committee 

This  voluntary  Committee  is  doing  very  valuable  work  for  old 
people  in  the  Borough.  Weekly  meetings  of  the  club  are  very 
popular,  with  an  attendance  of  up  to  100.  A  Chiropody  service 
is  run  by  the  Committee  and  351  treatments  were  given  in  1954, 
including  42  in  the  homes.  Each  treatment  costs  Is.  6d. — the 
remainder  being  paid  by  the  Committee.  The  ‘ ‘meals  on  wheels” 
service  does  about  10  hot  meals  every  Tuesday  at  the  reduced  price 
of  9d.  Meals  are  prepared  at  the  Schools  Meals  Kitchen  at  a  cost 
of  double  the  price  charged.  Over  £300  was  spent  by  the 
Committee  in  the  year,  and  a  large  proportion  of  this  sum  was 
raised  by  the  old  people  themselves  at  an  annual  sale  of  work. 
Visits  are  made  to  the  homes  of  the  sick  and  lonely,  and  the 
Secretary  pays  great  tribute  to  the  help  and  co-operation  received 
from  the  County  Home  Help  Service. 

Additional  accommodation  is  urgently  needed  by  the  Committee 
as  it  is  hoped  eventually  to  form  a  club / restroom  to  open  daily. 


National  Assistance  Act,  1948  (Section  47) 

National  Assistance  (Amendment)  Act,  1951 

Under  these  Acts  the  Council  or  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
acting  on  behalf  of  the  Council  may  order  the  removal  to  a  hospital 
or  residential  home  of  old  people  who  are  living  under  insanitary 
conditions  and  unable  to  be  given  or  give  themselves  adequate  care 
and  attention.  Before  compulsory  removal  is  undertaken,  every 
effort  is  naturally  made  to  persuade  the  patient  to  agree  to  voluntary 
removal. 

During  the  year,  formal  action  was  necessary  in  one  case  (9 
Well  Alley). 
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CLINICS  AND  TREATMENT  CENTRES 


1.  Child  Welfare  Centre 

This  Centre  is  under  the  general  administration  of  the  Area 
Health  Sub-Committee  of  the  County  Council,  which  includes 
members  of  this  Council.  It  is  held  weekly  in  the  Town  Hall  and 
is  run  by  a  Voluntary  Committee. 

The  valuable  work  done  at  this  Centre  is  shown  in  Table  4, 
which  is  compiled  from  attendance  figures  submitted  to  the 
Divisional  Health  Office.  Very  many  thanks  are  due  to  the 
Voluntary  Committee  and  helpers,  and  they  can  certainly  derive 
great  satisfaction  from  the  results  of  their  labours. 


Table  4 


No  of 
Sessions 

No  of  First  Attendances 
Under  1  Over  1 

Total  No  of  Attendances 

Under  1  Over  1  Total 

,  5! 

70  5 

949  726  1750 

2.  Tewkesbury  Clinic — Municipal  Offices 
This  Clinic  opens  as  follows: — 

Orthopaedic  Clinic: 

Twice  weekly  on  Tuesdays  and  Thursdays,  attended 
by  an  Orthopaedic  Nurse. 

Ante-Natal  Clinic: 

Weekly  on  Wednesday  afternoons. 

Speech  Therapy  Clinic: 

Twice  weekly  on  Thursdays  and  Fridays. 

Deaf  and  Dumb  Clinic: 

Fortnightly  (Monday  evenings). 

Tewkesbury  Hospital 
Ophthalmic  Clinic: 

Monthly  (first  Tuesday  in  the  month). 

Orthopaedic  Clinic: 

Monthly  (second  Thursday  in  the  month). 

Chest  Clinic:  . 

The  Chest  Physician  attends  fortnightly  or  as  required 
Ear,  Nose  and  Throat  Clinic: 

Held  as  required. 

3.  Dental  Clinic 

The  provision  of  a  Dental  Clinic  in  the  Borough'  is  under 
consideration  by  the  County  Council. 

MORTUARIES 

The  Tewkesbury  Hospital  Mortuary  is  used,  £1  5s.  Od.  being 
charged  for  each  case.  -  -  -  -  -  • 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  BOROUGH 


Water  Supplies 

Main  Supplies 

Water  is  supplied  in  bulk  to  the  Corporation  by  the  Cheltenham 
and  Gloucester  Joint  Water  Board,  whose  purification  works  lie 
within  the  Borough. 

The  process  of  purification  of  the  water,  which  is  drawn  from 
the  River  Severn,  consists  of  sedimentation  with  alum,  rapid  sand 
filtration  and  chloramination.  (Pre-treatment  and  terminal 
treatment.) 

No  complaints  have  been  officially  reported,  but  at  times  the 
supplies  have  been  slightly  coloured. 

Regular  analyses,  both  chemical  and  bacteriological,  are  carried 
out  and  the  results  shown  in  Table  5  were  supplied  by  the  courtesy 
of  the  Resident  Chemist  (J.  Henderson,  Esq.,  B.Sc.,  F.R.I.C.). 


Table  5 


SUPPLY 

Bacteriological 

Analyses 

Satis.  Unsat  is. 

Chemical 

Analyses 

Satis.  Unsatis. 

Raw  river  water  . 

— 

85 

— 

669 

Treated  river  water 

276 

— 

659 

— 

Domestic  . 

484 

— 

556 

— 

Main  Water  Supplies  in  the  Borough 

In  accordance  with  the  requirements  of  the  Ministry  of  Health, 
Table  6  shows  the  number  of  houses  and  population  served  on  the 
31st  December,  1954. 


Table  6 


No  of  houses  with  main 

No.  of  Houses  served  by 

supply  in  house. 

Pop. 

stand  pipes 

Pop. 

(estimated) 

(estimated) 

1584 

4810 

152 

551 

New  connections  made  to  public  mains  during  the  year — 37. 
Extensions  of  mains  during  the  year — 360  yards  (completion 
of  Oldfield  Estate) . 


8 


Other  Supplies 

Table  7  shows  the  houses  hi  the  Borough  without  main  water. 


Table  7 


Address 

Water 

Supply 

No.  of 
Houses 

Population 

Served 

1  Trinity  Walk 

Well 

1 

2 

Park  Farm  Cottages  ... 

» 9 

2 

8 

Rayer’s  Hill  Cottages 

9  9 

1 

3 

Tewkesbury  Park 

„ 

2 

8 

Upper  Lode  Locks  ... 

99 

1 

2 

Kennel’s  Cottage 

9  9 

1 

2 

The  Mythe  Hook 

River 

3 

8 

Upper  Lode  Locks  ... 

»» 

3 

14 

Avon  Lock  Cottage 

9  9 

1 

2  .... 

Total 

15 

49 

No  main  supplies  are  available  at  the  above  premises,  with  the 
exception  of  No.  1  Trinity  Walk,  and  the  costfbf  providing  a  piped 
water  supply  to  this  house  would  be  excessive. 

The  general  situation  can  be  regarded  as  satisfactory  as  only 
15  out  of  the  1,751  houses  in  the  Borough  are  without  main  water. 


SEWAGE  DISPOSAL  AND  REFUSE  COLLECTION 


Sewerage 

The  new  Sewage  Works  will  have  a  capacity  of  230,000  gallons 
dry-weather-flow,  and  will  be  capable  of  accepting  sewage  from 
outside  the  Borough. 

During  the  year  reasonable  progress  was  made  on  the  Works 
considering  the  exceptionally  wet  weather  experienced,  and  at  the 
end  of  the  year  the  Works  were  virtually  completed.  The  Town 
Pumping  Station  at  Lower  Lode  Lane  was  completed  up  to  ground 
level.  At  Newtown  the  Pumping  Station  was  completed  and  it  only 
remains  for  the  pumps  to  be  installed  and  tested  and  the  flooring 
laid. 

It  is  now  hoped  that  the  scheme  will  be  in  operation  about  the 
middle  of  1955. 


Refuse  Collection 

The  usual  collection  of  refuse  on  a  weekly  basis  has  been 
maintained,  plus  an  additional  collection  for  hotels,  cafes,  etc.  An 
order  for  a  new  vehicle  was  placed  and  delivery  is  expected  early 
in  1955.  The  new  vehicle  will  be  larger  than  the  existing  one. 

A  certain  amount  of  salvage  was  collected  during  the  year  from 
premises  who  joined  a  scheme  approved  by  the  Council,  and  there 
have  been  signs  that  the  demand  for  waste  paper  is  increasing,  with 
a  consequent  rise  in  price.  It  may,  therefore,  be  a  more  economic 
proposition  to  collect  than  it  has  been  for  the  past  year  or  so. 


Refuse  Receptacles 

The  Council  provides  bins  for  its  own  tenants,  but  a 
considerable  number  of  private  dwelling  house  receptacles  are  not 
satisfactory. 


Latrine  Accommodation 

Many  of  the  older  houses  in  the  town  are  still  served  by  closets 
without  water  and  flushing  arrangements,  but  there  is  a  gradual 
improvement  in  the  position  as  houses  are  closed  or  demolished. 
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Public  Lavatories 


The  Council  is  fairly  well  served  with  Public  Lavatories,  with 
the  exception  of  the  neighbourhood  of  the  ’bus  stop  in  Church 
Street.  This  has  been  under  consideration  for  some  years. 


Public  Baths 

Six  slipper  baths  are  provided  by  the  Council  in  Mill  Street. 


Swimming  Baths  and  Pools 

Plans  and  estimates  were  submitted  to  the  Ministry  for  a  small 
children’s  swimming  pool  at  the  rear  of  the  Car  Park,  Gloucester 
Road,  but  they  required  several  amendments  to  the  proposed 
scheme,  which  necessitated  new  plans,  new  estimates,  etc.  These 
details  are  practically  complete  and  it  is  hoped  to  submit  them  for 
approval  in  1955. 


Rivers  and  Streams 

Duties  in  connection  with  pollution  are  carried  out  by  the 
River  Severn  Board,  an  Authority  created  under  the  River  Boards 
Act,  1948. 
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SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  BOROUGH 


A  summary  of  the  work  carried  out  by  the  Public  Health 
Department  is  tabulated  below. 


Table  8 


No.  of 
Inspections 

Notices 

Served 

Defects 

after 

remea’d 

N’otice 

Info’m'l 

Formal 

Info’m’l 

Formal 

Dwelling  Houses 

M9 

22 

1 

20 

1 

Factories,  etc.  ... 

35 

8 

_ 

6 

_ 

Bakehouses 

6 

_ 

_ 

— 

Food  Premises 

$5 

4 

_ 

3 

_ 

Slaughterhouses 

114 

1 

— 

1 

— 

Water  Supplies 

5 

1 

— 

1 

— 

Drainage  and  Sewerage... 

IS 

17 

— - 

17 

— 

Infectious  Disease 

34  (Disinfec 

tion  car 

ried  out 

as  requi 

red) 

Pests 

63 

— 

— 

— 

Miscellaneous 

241 

14 

13 

— 

Total 

797 

67 

1 

61 

1 

Shops  Act,  1950 

The  Council’s  part-time  Inspector  for  the  administration  of 
this  Act  with  regard  to  closing  time,  etc.,  reports  that  in  certain 
cases  occupiers  were  cautioned  but  that  legal  action  was  not 
necessary. 

This  Department  is  concerned  with  Section  38  dealing  with 
hygiene  arrangements,  etc.,  for  shop  employees.  Twenty -one 
inspections  were  made,  and  in  four  cases  defects  were  remedied. 

Offensive  Trades 

There  are  no  offensive  trades  carried  out  in  the  district. 

Rag  Flock  (and  Other  Filling  Materials)  Act,  1951 

There  is  no  trade  requiring  any  action  under  this  Act  in  the 
Borough. 

Petroleum  Consolidation  Acts,  1928-1936 

These  Acts  are  administered  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector.  Sixteen 
licences  were  issued  for  the  storage  of  petrol.  Inspections  were 
carried  out  and  arrangements  were  found  to  be  generally 
satisfactory. 
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Pet  Animals  Act,  1951 

Two  Pet  Shops  are  licensed  by  the  Council.  In  one  case  the 
premises  are  used  for  breeding  and  selling  dogs,  and  in  the  other 
for  selling  tropical  fish.  Three  visits  were  made  during  the  year 
and  conditions  found  to  be  satisfactory. 


Heating  Appliances  (Fireguards)  Act,  1952 
Heating  Appliances  (Fireguards)  Regulations,  1953 

No  action  was  necessary  during  the  year. 

Canal  Boats  Acts  and  Regulations,  1877-1925 

No  action  has  been  necessary  during  the  year. 


Smoke  Abatement 

No  complaints  have  been  received  during  the  year. 

Disinfestation  (Bed  Bugs,  Fleas,  etc.) 

During  the  year  eight  infestations  were  dealt  with  by  the  use 
of  “GammexaneM  smoke  generators  and  “Pyagra"  spray 
insecticide. 

Houses  from  which  tenants  are  re-housed  in  Council  houses 
are  treated  where  necessary. 


Camping  Sites 

The  Council  own  one  large  camping  site  in  Vineyards  Park; 
this  is  used  mainly  during  August  and  most  of  the  campers  live 
under  canvas,  there  being  room  for  about  150  tents  without  any 
congestion.  Elsan  lavatories,  main  water  stand  pipes  and  refuse 
bins  are  provided.  The  Council  are  considering  the  question  of 
developing  this  site  into  one  of  a  more  permanent  nature  with 
improved  facilities. 

The  Council  also  owns  a  Caravan  Site  with  accommodation  for 
30  to  40  caravans  adjacent  to  the  Municipal  Car  Park  and  Public 
Baths  and  Lavatories. 

One  private  camping  site  is  licensed  by  the  Council,  the 
maximum  number  of  about  12  caravans  of  a  good  type  use  it  at 
any  one  time.  Facilities  are  provided  and  the  site  is  run  in  a 
satisfactory  manner. 

There  is  one  individual  caravan  licensed  in  the  Borough. 
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RODENT  CONTROL 


e  Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949 

The  arrangements  whereby  the  services  of  a  rodent  operator 
are  shared  with  Cheltenham  Rural  District  Council  has  worked  very 
well  throughout  the  year.  Details  are  as  set  out  in  my  Annual 
Report  for  1950. 


The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  work  carried  out  in  the 
Borough: — 

Table  9 


Property 

Inspections 

Treatments 

Private  Dwellings 

1  1 

5 

Council  Houses,  Allotments,  etc. 

4 

2 

Farms  . 

9 

8 

Business  Premises 

101 

58 

Refuse  Tips  and  Sewage  Works 

29 

21 

••  -  T  Total 

^  c  154 

94 

In  addition  to  the  above,  two  maintenance  treatments  of  the 
sewers  in  the  district  were  carried  out  in  March  and  September. 


(  Details  of  Work  carried  out  on  Refuse  Tips  and  Sewage  Works 
Table  10 


,  Property 

■  '  :  y-  -  r '  -  .  S3 

Action  Taken 

Result 

Gander  Lane  Tip 

Pre-baited  and  poisoned 

Five  treatments 

Satisfactory 

Walton  Cardiff  Tip 

Pre-baited  and  poisoned 
Eight  treatments 

Satisfactory 

Oldfield  Tip 

Pre-baited  and  poisoned 
Eight  treatments. 

Satisfactory 

Sewage  Works 

Seven  inspections 

Satiafactory 

The  cost  of  this  service  for  private  owners  is  recovered  as 
follows: — 


Private  Dwellings: 

A  small  charge  is  made  (nil  in  necessitous  cases),  and  the 
balance  is  subject  to  a  50%  grant  from  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture 
Fisheries  and  Food. 

Business  Premises  and  Farms: 

The  Council  has  nine  contracts  with  business  premises  and 
farms;  other  premises  can  obtain  treatment  on  payment  of  full  cost. 

The  cost  to  the  Council  of  treating  its  sewers,  refuse  tips,  etc., 
is  subject  to  a  50%  grant  from  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture , 
Fisheries  and  Food. 
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HOUSING 


Number 

of  new  houses  erected  during  the  year:- 

(a) 

By  the  Local  Authority: 

(i)  Temporary  prefabricated  . 

....  Nil 

(ii)  Permanent  non-traditional 

....  Nil 

(iii)  Permanent  traditional 

31 

(b) 

By  other  authorities  . 

....  Nil 

(c) 

Tewkesbury  Housing  Society  .... 

....  Nil 

(d) 

Private  enterprise 

7 

Total 

38 

The  number  of  Council  houses  erected  is  an 

increase  of  nine 

on  the  previous  year.  The  number  of  private  houses  erected  shows 
an  increase  of  four  and  this  is  satisfactory  as  instead  of  being  a 
burden  on  the  rates,  they  provide  much  needed  rateable  value. 

Housing  under  construction  on  31st  December,  1954:  — 

Traditional  houses  (Council) : 

Oldfield  Estate  40  (28  houses  and  12  flats). 

Priors  Park  Estate  1 1  houses  and  4  shops  with  flats  over. 

Programme  for  1955:  — 

(i)  Completion  of  51  houses  and  4  shops  as  detailed  above. 

(ii)  Erection  of  houses  as  follows:  — 

Priors  Park  Estate : 

Traditional  houses  4. 

Oldfield  Estate : 

Traditional  houses  20  (the  Council  are  pressing  for 
an  allocation  of  31,  so  as  to  complete  this  Estate). 

(iii)  The  Ministry  also  allocated  16  non-traditional  houses,  and 
the  Council  are  endeavouring  to  secure  a  suitable  site. 

The  total  number  of  dwellings  controlled  by  the  Council  up  to 
31st  December,  1954,  under  the  various  Housing  Acts  is  539  (nearly 
a  third  of  the  total  number  of  houses  in  the  Borough).  In  addition 
the  Council  own  or  have  requisitioned  the  following:  — 
Requisitioned  Properties:  1  house,  12  flats. 

Corporation  Property:  30  houses. 

Lock-up  Shops:  5. 


1.  Inspection  of  Dwelling-houses  during  the  year. 

(a)  (i)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for 

housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or 
Housing  Acts)  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  73 

(ii)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ....  112 

(b)  (i)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under 

sub-head  (a)  above)  which  were  inspected  and 
recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolidated 
Regulations,  1925  and  1932,  etc .  Nil 

(ii)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ....  Nil 

(£)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a  state  so 
dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit 
for  human  habitation  ....  ....  ....  ....  37 

(This  number  is  in  addition  to  those  previously 
reported.) 

(d)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those 
referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found 
not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human 
habitation  .  22 


2.  Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  Year  without  Service  of  Formal 
Notices. 

u)  Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit 
in  consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  cr  their  officers  .  20 


3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year. 

{a)  Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the 

Housing  Act,  1936  ....  ....  ....  ....  Nil 

( b )'  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts:  — 

(i)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 
remedied  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  1 

(ii)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects 
were  remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices : 

(а)  by  Owners  .  . .  ....  1 

(б)  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners....  Nil 
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(c)  Proceedings  under  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936, 

Section  138,  and  the  Water  Act,  1945,  Section  30:  — 

(i)  Number  of  houses  in  which  a  main  water  supply 
was  provided  after  service  of  formal  notices  : 

(a)  by  Owners  .  Nil 

( b )  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners....  Nil 

(d)  Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  13  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1936:  — 

(i)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  ....  ....  ....  2 

(ii)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in 

pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders  .  6 

(e)  Proceedings  under  Section  11  of  the  Housing  Act, 

1936,  and  Section  10  of  the  Local  Government 
(Miscellaneous  Provisions)  Act,  1953:  — 

(i)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Closing  Orders  were  made  ....  ....  ....  6 


Housing  Act,  1936.  Part  IV.  Overcrowding. 

In  1954  there  was  an  increase  in  population  of  only  two 
compared  with  the  figure  for  1953,  whilst  the  number  of 
occupied  houses  increased  by  18.  This  indicates  that  there  has 
probably  been  a  slight  reduction  of  overcrowding  in  the 
Borough. 


Clearance  Areas. 

It  is  very  satisfactory  to  be  able  to  report  that  after  a  lapse  of 
15  years  it  has  been  possible  to  re-start  Clearance  Areas  to  deal 
with  the  slum  properties  in  the  town. 

The  28  houses  in  Spring  Gardens  Clearance  Area  were  the 
subject  of  a  Compulsory  Purchase  Order  confirmed  by  the 
Minister  of  Housing  and  Local  Government  on  15th  October, 
1954.  The  question  of  re-housing  is  now  being  dealt  with  by 
the  Housing  Committee  of  the  Council. 

A  further  Clearance  Area  was  declared  by  the  Council  during 
the  year  and  includes  24  alms  flats  known  as  Barnes  Buildings, 
Chance  Street.  Only  two  of  the  flats  were  occupied. 

It  is  hoped  to  deal  with  a  further  Clearance  Area  of  six  houses 
in  Sweets  Court  early  in  1955. 
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REPORT  ON  RE-HOUSING  PROGRESS 


By  the  Housing  Manager 

The  number  of  families  re-housed  during  the  year  was  35;  in 
addition,  the  32  transfers  arranged  indicates  that  the  Council,  as 
the  largest  property  owner  in  the  town,  is  endeavouring  to  use  the 
accommodation  available  to  the  best  advantage.  If  closer  co¬ 
operation  could  be  arranged  between  private  owners  and  the  Council 
in  this  matter  of  transferring  tenants  and  allocating  property  for 
letting,  it  would  undoubtedly  have  a  beneficial  effect  on  the  housing 
shortage  in  this  area. 

The  hutted  encampments  have  at  last  been  cleared  and  the 
year  has  seen  a  steady  reduction  in  the  number  of  families  in 
requisitioned  properties — these  should  be  returned  to  the  owners  in 
1955. 

A  revision  of  the  Housing  Points  Scheme  during  the  year 
helped  towards  a  reduction  of  58  in  the  number  of  housing 
applicants,  and  an  analysis  of  the  waiting  list  as  at  31st  December, 
1954,  is  set  out  below: — 


O. A. P.’s  1  Bed 

19  72 

7%  27% 


2  Bed 

94 

36% 


3  Bed  4  Bed  plus  Total 

74  6  265 

28%  2%  100% 


Housing  applicants  as  at  31st  December,  1953 
Housing  applications  registered  in  year  .... 

Less  those  cancelled . 

Less  those  re-housed  .... 


323 

101 

-  424 


121 

35 

159 


Total  registered  at  31st  December,  1954  .... 


265 


The  number  of  tenancies  and  licences  administered  by  the 
Housing  Department  at  the  end  of  1954  was  630. 
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INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 


In  Ministry  of  Health  Circular  1/54  a  request  was  made  that 
the  Public  Health  Department  includes  a  detailed  report  on  food 
premises  in  the  district.  Table  11  gives  the  particulars  asked  for. 


Table  11 


n  Type  of  Business 

Total 

No. 

No  of 
Insp¬ 
ect ’s 

Remarks 

Cafes  and 

Canteens 

18 

15 

These  include  four  school 
canteens  and  one  cooking 
depot. 

Grocery  and 
Provision  Shops 

48 

26 

These  include  sweet  shops 
and  chemists. 

Ice  Cream 

Vendors 

30 

19 

Registered  under  Section  14 
of  the  Food  and  Drugs 
Act,  1938. 

Butchers'  Shops 

8 

8 

Seven  premises  are 

registered  under  Section 
14,  Food  and  Drugs  Act, 
1938. 

Fishmongers  .... 

4 

3 

These  include  fried  and 
wet  fish  shops. 

Bakehouses  .... 

5 

6 

these  premises  are  also 
visited  by  H.M.  Inspector 
of  Factories. 

Licensed 
Premises  and 
Hotels 

26 

22 

Improvements  have  now 
been  carried  out  at  eleven 
licensed  premises  during 
the  past  two  years,  and 
plans  have  been  passed  for 
schemes  of  improvement  at 
a  further  two  premises. 

Dairies 

1 

2 

Regular  visits  are  also  paid 
to  these  premises  by  the 
County  Sanitary  Inspector. 

Generally  speaking,  the  standard  of  the  food  premises  listed 
above  is  satisfactory.  There  were  no  special  examinations  of  stocks 
or  consignments  of  food  during  the  year,  and  the  small  quantities 
of  food  condemned  were  disposed  of  with  the  normal  refuse  or 
kitchen  waste. 


Milk  Supplies 

The  supervision  of  dairy  farm  premises  and  milk  production 
is  generally  the  responsibility  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and 
Fisheries,  whilst  the  County  Council  license  and  supervise  the 
Pasteurising  Depot  situated  in  the  Borough.  The  Council's  powers 
under  Regulation  20  of  the  Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations,  1949, 
with  regard  to  the  spread  of  infectious  diseases  by  milk  have  not 
had  to  be  invoked  during  the  year. 

The  Borough  was  included  in  a  “Specified  Area"  by  the  Milk 
(Special  Designations)  (Specified  Areas)  (No.  2)  Order,  1954,  made 
by  the  Minister  of  Food,  and  which' came  into  force  on  the  1st 
October,  1954.  The  main  change  which  the  Order  brings  about  is 
that  it  is  now  illegal  for  any  person  to  sell  by  retail  for  human 
consumption  any  milk  other  than  “specially  designated"  milk  (that 
is,  pasteurised,  sterilised  or  tuberculin  tested  milk). 

The  Council  is  responsible  for  the  issue  of  licences  and 
registration  as  shown  in  Tables  12  and  13,  and  for  retail  milk 
sampling  as  shown  in  Table  14. 


Table  12  Issue  of  Licences  for  Milk  Dealers 


Classification  of  Milk 

Dealer  s’  Licences 

Supplementary  Licences 

Tuberculin  Tested... 
Pasteurised 

Sterilised 

•  ••  II  ••• 

II 

•  •  •  •  •  ■ 

. . .  — 

Table  13 

Milk  Registrations 

No.  of  Milk  Distributors  Registered 

No.  of  Dairy  Premises  Registered 

•  ••  •••  •••  / 

•  ••  •••  ••• 

Table  14 

Retail  Milk  Sampling 

Nature  of  Test 

Results  of  Tests 

Satisfactory  Unsatisfactory 

- 1 - 

Coliform  bacteria  or  plate  count 

- K — 

(cleanliness)  ... 

4 

•  •  • 

— 

Methylene  Blue  (keeping  quality) 

1  1 

•  •  • 

— 

Biological  (presence  of  T.B.  etc.) 

— 

•  •  • 

— 

Phosphatase  (efficiency  of  pasteurisation) 

6 

... 

— 

The  general  cleanliness  of  milk  retailed  in  the  Borough  can  be 
regarded  as  very  satisfactory. 


ANTHRAX  ORDER,  1938 

One  case  occurred  in  the  Borough  during  the  year,  and  the 
land  and  farm  buildings  in  question  were  disinfected  under  the 
above  Order. 
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Foot  and  Mouth  Disease 

No  case  occurred  in  the  neighbourhood  and  no  standstill  orders 
affecting  the  Borough  were  operative. 

Swine  Fever  Order,  1938 

No  action  was  necessary  during  the  year. 

MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS 

The  Minister  of  Food  decontrolled  meat  and  livestock  at  the 
end  of  June,  1954,  one  resuit  being  that  Local  Authorities,  subject 
to  certain  restrictions,  had  the  power  to  grant  licences  in  respect 
of  slaughterhouses.  One  private  slaughterhouse,  which  was  in  use 
in  1939,  was  licensed  by  the  Council  after  considerable  improve¬ 
ments  had  been  carried  out.  This  slaughterhouse  is  in  regular  use, 
and  98  visits  were  made  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  during  the  last 
six  months  of  the  year. 

Table  15  Carcases  Inspected  and  Condemned 


Cattle 

excl. 

cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed  . 

76 

II 

33 

288 

254 

Number  inspected 

76 

II 

33 

288 

254 

All  diseases  except  Tuber¬ 
culosis: 

Whole  carcases 

condemned 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 
condemned  . 

20 

5 

- — 

66 

13 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than 
tuberculosis  .... 

26.3 

45.5 

— 

22.9 

5.1 

Tuberculosis  only: 

Whole  carcases 

condemned 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 
condemned  .... 

9 

1 

— 

1 

10 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
tuberculosis  .... 

11.8 

9.0 

— 

.35 

3.9 

It  is  very  satisfactory  to  note  that  all  the  animals  slaughtered 
in  the  town  have  been  inspected  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector. 
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Public  Health  (Meat)  Regulations,  1924 
Transport  and  Handling  of  Meat 

Several  butchers  in  the  town  continue  to  obtain  their  meat 
supplies  from  Cheltenham.  A  special-purpose  lorry  is  used  for  the 
transport  of  meat  to  shops  in  the  Borough,  and  on  one  occasion 
during  the  year  the  clothing  of  the  person  handling  the  meat  was 
found  to  be  in  an  unsatisfactory  condition.  A  caution  was  issued, 
and  an  improvement  was  noted. 


Slaughter  of  Animals  Acts,  1933-54 
No  slaughtermen's  licences  were  issued  during  the  year. 
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FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1938 


Notification  is  made  to  this  Department  when  hotels,  shops  or 
individuals  have  any  food  which  is  suspected  of  being  unsound. 
The  following  table  shows  the  articles  dealt  with  as  unfit  for  human 
consumption. 


Table  16 


Article 

Non  Preserved 

Preserved 

(tinned) 

Meat 

266  lbs. 

43  lbs. 

Ham 

-  1  J 

181  „ 

Poultry 

18  „ 

— 

Milk 

-  i  * 

20  „ 

Fish 

168  „ 

6  „ 

Fruits  (various)... 

20  „ 

238  „ 

Vegetables  (various) 

-  » ♦ 

88  „ 

Miscellaneous  ... 

— 

21  „ 

Total  weight  of  foodstuffs:  9  cwts.  2  qtrs.  13  lb. 


This  is  a  reduction  of  nearly  3  cwts.  on  the  figure  for  1953. 
These  figures  do  not  include  meat  condemned  at  the  local 
slaughterhouse,  details  of  which  are  given  on  page  21 


Ice  Cream 

There  are  30  registered  retailers  of  ice  cream  in  the  Borough, 
of  which  four  manufacture  their  own,  while  the  remainder  purchase 
ice  cream  produced  outside  the  district. 


Sixteen  samples  of  ice  cream  were  taken  for  examination  for 
cleanliness  and  the  results  are  shown  below. 

Table  17 


Type  of  Ice  Cream 

— 

Grade 

Total 

i 

2 

3 

4 

Complete  Cold  Mix  (Unwrapped) 

1 

1 

— 

— _ 

2 

Heat  Treated  (within  the  Borough)  ,, 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Heat  Treated  (outside  the  Borough),, 
(Unwrapped) 

Heat  Treated  (outside  the  Borough) 

4 

3 

7 

(Wrapped)  . 

7 

— 

— 

— 

7 

Totals 

12 

4 

— 

— 

16 

All  samples  taken  were  placed  in  grades  1  or  2,  both  of  which 
grades  are  regarded  as  satisfactory. 
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Adulteration 

Sampling  of  food,  etc.,  for  this  purpose  is  undertaken  by  the 
County  Weights  and  Measures  Department,  who  have  kindly 
supplied  the  following  information  as  to  the  operation  of  the  Act 
during  1954: —  Table  18 


No.  of  Samples  Not 

Food  or  Drug_ Formal  Informal  Genuine  Genuine 


Milk  . 

7 

59 

63 

3 

Meat  Pie  .... 

_ 

1 

1 

_ 

Pork  Pie  .... 

_ 

1 

1 

— 

Beef  Sausages 

1 

— 

1 

— 

Meat  Paste 

_ 

1 

1 

— 

Meat  Soup 

— 

1 

1 

— 

Beef  Dripping  . 

— 

1 

1 

— 

Shredded  Beef  Suet  . 

_ 

1 

1 

_ 

Faggot  . 

— 

1 

1 

— 

Ox  Tail  Soup  . . 

— 

1 

1 

.  - 

Cream  of  Tomato  Soup 

— 

1 

1 

— 

Cream  of  Celery  Soup  .... 

— 

1 

1 

— 

Cream  of  Chicken  Soup 

— 

1 

1 

- - 

Sardines  .... 

_ 

1 

1 

_ 

Crab  Paste  >...  .....  .... 

_ 

1 

1 

_ 

Halibut  Liver  Oil  Capsules 

_ 

1 

1 

_ 

Butter 

_ 

2 

2 

_ 

Margarine  with  Butter  .... 

_ _ 

1 

1 

_ 

Cream  Butter 

_ 

1 

1 

_ 

Margarine 

— 

1 

1 

— 

Ice  Cream 

1 

2 

3 

_____ 

Table  Creams  . 

1 

1 

Table  Jelly  . 

_ 

1 

1 

— — 

Eggloss  . . . 

_ 

1 

1 

i .  i 

Ham  Cheese  Spread 

_ 

1 

1 

_ 

Sultanas  .... 

..  _  - 

1 

1 

_ _ 

Currants  .... 

_____ 

1 

1 

_ 

Mincemeat 

3 

3 

. 

Christmas  Pudding 

_ 

1 

1 

_ 

Marzipan . 

_ 

1 

1 

— 

Fruitarian  Sandwich 

_ 

1 

1 

______ 

Savermix . .  .... 

1 

1 

Thyme  ....  ....  — 

1 

1 

_ 

Vinegar  ....- 

_ 

1 

1 

_ 

Vitamin  Emulsion 

, 

1 

... 

1 

Buttermints  - 

1 

1 

Saccharin  Tablets 

2 

2 

Aspirin  Tablets . 

_ _ 

3 

3 

_ 

Teething  Powders 

_ 

2 

2 

_ 

Friars  Balsam  . 

1 

1 

Oranges  .... 

_ 

4 

3 

1 

Orange  Drink 

_ 

1 

1 

- 

Gin  . . . 

^ _ 

1 

1 

_ *_ 

Whisky  . 

_ ___ ' 

1 

1 

.  -- 

Home-made  Treacle  Toffee  .... 

— 

1 

1 

— 

Totals 

9 

113 

117 

5 

24 


With  regard  to  unsatisfactory  milk  samples  the  Chief  Sampling 
Officer  reports  that  it  is  the  practice  of  his  Department  to  obtain 
further  samples  and  that  this  was  done  in  all  cases  during  the  year. 


The  vitamin  emulsion  was  withdrawn  from  sale  by  the  retailer 
on  being  informed  of  the  unsatisfactory  state  of  this  product.  One 
sample  of  oranges  was  found  to  contain  the  fungicide  thiourea  in 
the  peel,  but  no  action  was  taken  as  advice  was  being  sought  from 
the  Ministry  of  Food  by  the  Bristol  Port  Authority  in  respect  of 
similar  findings. 


Two  samples  of  teething  powders  were  taken  at  the  request  of 
the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  and  the  Public  Analyst 
reported  that  no  mercury  was  present. 


ADMINISTRATION  OF  THE  FACTORIES  ACTS, 

1937  and  1948 


Table  19 

1.  Inspections  for  the  purpose  of  provisions  as  to  health 


Premises 

No.  of 
Premises 
in  Registr 

No.  of 
Inspecting 

No.  of 

Written 

Notices 

No.  of 

Occupiers 

Prosecut’d 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Secs.  1,  2,  3 
4  and  6  are  to  be  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authorities 

3 

4 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i) 
in  which  section  7  is  enforced 
by  the  Local  Authority 

40 

28 

2 

(iii)  Other  premises  in  which 
section  7  is  enforced  by  the 
L.A.  (excl.  outworkers) 

6 

3 

1 

Total 

49 

35 

3 

— 

Table  20 

2.  Cases  in  which  defects  were  found 


Particulars 

No.  of 
Defects 

F  ound 

No.  of 
Defects 
Remedied 

No.  of 
Defects 
Referred 
to  by 
H.M.I  H.M.I. 

No.  of  defects 
in  respect  of 
which 

prosecutions 

were 

instituted 

Want  of  cleanliness  Sec.  1  .. 

1 

i 

_ 

_ 

Overcrowding  Sec.  2 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

— 

Unreasonable  temp.  Sec.  3 

- - 

— 

— 

Inadequate  ventilation  Sec.  4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ineffect,  drain,  of  floors  Sec  6 
Latrines.  Sec.  7 

— 

— 

(a)  InsufFicent 

2 

1 

— 

_ 

— 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective 

2 

1 

— 

2 

— 

(c)  not  separate  for  sexes 
Other  offences  against  the 

3 

3 

— 

1 

— 

Act  (not  inc.  Homework) 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

8 

6 

_____ 

3 

- 

Outwork  (Sections  110  and  111) 

No  outworkers  were  reported  in  the  Borough  during  the  year. 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 

Table  29  shows  the  incidence  of  Notifiable  Infectious  Disease 
by  age  groups  during  the  year.  It  will  be  noted  that  the  numbers 
are  small  and  that  it  was  a  year  of  freedom  from  measles. 

Diphtheria  and  Immunisation 

Tables  22  to  24  give  details  as  to  diphtheria  immunisation. 
These  are  kindly  given  to  me  by  the  County  Medical  Officer  of 
Health,  and  I  think  they  are  of  interest  to  this  Council. 

The  numbers  immunised  show  a  considerable  drop  on  the 
previous  year.  This  is  not  satisfactory,  and  the  necessity  for 
immunisation  cannot  be  too  highly  stressed. 

Diphtheria  immunisation  was  first  started  by  the  Council  in 
1937  and  in  1940-41  was  taken  over  on  a  national  scale.  In  1936 
notifications  of  diphtheria  in  England  and  Wales  were  57,796  with 
3,081  deaths,  whereas  in  1954  there  were  only  182  notifications  in 
England  and  Wales  with  nine  deaths.  These  figures  show  the 
immense  value  of  immunisation. 

There  have  been  no  cases  of  diphtheria  in  the  Borough  since 
1946. 

Smallpox  and  Typhoid 

No  cases  occurred  and  no  contacts  were  notified  as  coming  into 
the  Borough  and  requiring  supervision. 

Infantile  Paralysis  (Acute  Polio-Myelitis) 

One  mild  case  was  notified  during  the  year. 

Food  Poisoning 

Two  mild  cases  were  notified  during  the  year,  but  no  source 
o:  the  infection  could  be  traced. 

Infectious  Disease  in  Schools 

Table  21  shows  the  incidence  of  infectious  disease  according 
to  returns  submitted  by  head  teachers  during  term  time.  This  table 
is  of  interest  as  it  shows  the  incidence  of  chickenpox,  mumps  and 
influenza  which  are  not  notifiable  by  general  practitioners. 

Table  21 


School 

Average 

No.  on 
Register 

Sc.  F. 

Measles 

Wh.  C. 

Ch.  PoxMumps 

Flu 

Barton  Rd.  (C.  Jun.  Mixed) 

202 

1 

6 

_ 

1 

1 

118  m 

Trinity  Walk  (C.  cf  E.  Inf.) 

244 

17 

5 

27 

4 

39 

80  m 

Oldbury  Rd.  (C.  of  E.  Jun.) 

1 17 

2 

— 

10 

_ 

8 

_ 

Secondary  Modern 

418 

— 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

Boys’  Grammar  School  ... 

154 

— 

— 

_ 

_ _ 

_ 

_ 

Girls’  High  School 

171 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

1306 

20  1  1 

37 

5 

48 

1198  m 

In  accordance  with  the  recommendation  of  the  Joint 
Memorandum  issued  by  the  Ministries  of  Health  and  Education, 
it  was  not  considered  necessary  to  close  any  schools  because  of 
infectious  disease. 
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DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION 


Table  22  Child  Population  Immunised  during  1954 


No  of  children  who  completed 

Age  at  the  date  of  final  in  jection 

Total 

full  course  immunisation,  1954 

0-5  years 

5-14  years 

under  15 

During  \  yr.  ending  30.6.54 

48 

3 

51 

„  „  31.12.54 

34 

1 

35 

Total 

82 

4 

86 

Table  23  Child  Population  receiving  a  maintenance  dose  during 
1954  (i.e.,  a  reinforcing  dose  a  few  years  after  the  primary 
immunisation) 


During  half-year  ending  30.6.54  ... 

3 

During  half-year  ending  31.12.54 

1 

TOTAL  for  1954  . 

4 

Table  24  Diphtheria  Notifications  and  Deaths  in  relation  to 
Immunisation  (children  under  15  years  only) 


Notifications 

Deaths 

Cases  Notified 

Caseslmmunised 

Immunised 

Not  Immunised 

— 

— 

— 

— 
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TUBERCULOSIS 


Table  25  shows  the  additions  to  the  Tuberculosis  Register 
during  the  year  and  is  divided  into  ‘‘new  cases",  i.e.,  cases  first 
diagnosed  while  living  in  the  district,  and  ‘‘in-transfer  cases",  i.e., 
cases  of  notified  tuberculosis  who  have  come  to  live  in  the  district. 

Table  25  New,  In-Transfer  Cases  and  Deaths  in  1954 


Ages 

New  Case 

In  -Transfer 

Total 

Deaths 

Pulm 

Non 

P  aim 

Pul  111 

Non 

Pulm 

Pulm 

Non 

Pulm 

M 

F 

M  F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

i  - 

i  + 

5  + 
10+ 

15  + 

20  + 

25  + 

35  + 

45  + 

55  + 

65  + 
Age  not 
known 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

1 

1 

1 

2 

i 

... 

1 

1 

Total 

1 

2 

1 

4 

Table  26  Cases  on  the  Tuberculosis  Register  on  the  31st  December, 


for  the  last  three  years 


Year 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

Total 

per  1000  pop’n 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

Tewkes 

County 

1952 

20 

17 

1 

1 

39 

6.8 

7.9 

1953 

24 

18 

1 

— 

43 

7.9 

8.6 

1954 

23 

18 

41 

7.6 

8.8 

Table  27  New,  In-Transfer  Cases  and  Deaths  in  the  last  three 
years  


Year 

NEW  &  IN-TRANSFER  CASES 

DEATHS 

Total 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

Total 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

Male 

F  emale 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

1952 

7 

4 

' 

n 

1 

1 

1953 

5 

2 

•  •  • 

7 

1954 

2 

2 

•  ■*  *• 

4 

•  •  • 

. 

•  •  • 
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Table  28  Cases  on  Tuberculosis  Register  as  at  31st  December, 
1954  (by  Age  Groups) 


Total 

Age 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulnionarv 

Male 

F  emale 

Male 

F  emale 

I- 

•  •  • 

1 

5 

.  .  . 

*  •  * 

10 

... 

15 

•  •  « 

1 

•  •  • 

1 

20 

1 

3 

4 

25 

5 

4 

•  •  • 

9 

30 

2 

2 

4 

35 

5 

4 

9 

40 

3 

4 

1  7 

45 

•  • 

50 

2 

2 

55 

60 

5 

... 

. . . 

5 

Totals 

23 

18 

1 

•  *  * 

i  41 

Public  Health  (Prevention  of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1925 
Public  Health  Act,  1936  (Section  172) 

No  action  has  been  necessary  under  the  above  Regulations  and 

Act. 

Re-housing  of  Tuberculosis  Cases 

There  are  41  cases  of  tuberculosis  in  the  Borough,  a  reduction 
of  2  on  last  year,  and  20  of  these  live  in  Council  houses. 

The  housing  conditions  of  all  cases  of  tuberculosis  are 
investigated,  and  where  unsatisfactory  are  reported  to  the  Housing 
Points  Committee.  Good  housing  is  very  necessary  for  cases  of 
tuberculosis,  not  only  for  the  sake  of  the  patient,  but  also  to  reduce 
the  chance  of  his  infecting  other  members  of  the  household. 


Tuberculosis  After-Care 

There  is  a  very  live  Tuberculosis  After-Care  Committee  serving 
the  Borough  and  the  Rural  Districts  of  Gloucester  and  Newent.  It 
is  dependant  entirely  on  donations  with  the  exception  of  an  annual 
grant  from  the  County  Council  of  £5  for  stationery  and  postage. 
There  are  312  cases  of  tuberculosis  in  the  area  served  and  so  far 
no  deserving  case  has  been  refused  assistance. 
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Table  29  Notification  of  Infectious  Diseases  in  1954  by  age  groups 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH  IN  THE  BOROUGH  IN  1954 


Table  30  gives  the  causes  of  death  in  the  Borough  in 
accordance  with  the  abbreviated  list  of  36  groups  of  the  World 
Health  Organisation  Nomenclature  Regulations,  1948. 

Table  30 


Causes  of  Death 

Male 

Female 

1 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory  ... 

___ 

2 

Tuberculosis,  other 

i  _ 

— 

3 

Syphilitic  Diseases 

1 

— 

4 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

5 

Whooping  Cough 

— 

— 

6 

Meningococcal  infections  ... 

— 

— 

7 

Ac:  poliomyelitis 

— 

— 

8 

Measles 

— 

— 

9 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases  ... 

— 

— 

l0i 

^Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

— 

— 

ii 

i  ,>  ,,  lung,  bronchus 

i 

— 

12 

7  „  „  breast 

— 

— 

13 

\  ,,  ,,  uterus 

— 

2 

\4I 

f  Other  malignant  &  lymphatic  neoplasms 

3 

6 

15  v 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

— 

— 

16 

Diabetes 

— 

_ 

17 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

10 

7 

18 

Coronary  disease,  angina  ... 

5 

4 

19 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

— 

— 

20 

Other  Heart  Disease 

15 

9 

21 

Other  circulatory  disease  ... 

1 

2 

22 

Influenza 

— 

— 

23 

Pneumonia 

1 

_ 

24 

Bronchitis 

— 

_ 

25 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system  ... 

2 

— 

26 

Ulcer  of  stomach  or  duodenum 

— 

27 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

_ 

28 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis  ... 

— 

— 

29 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

— 

— 

30 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

— 

— 

31 

Congenital  malformations  ... 

— 

— 

32 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases  . 

8 

7 

33 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

— 

_ ___ 

34 

All  other  accidents 

2 

— 

35 

Suicide 

— 

— 

36 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

’ 

Total 

49 

37 

Explanatory  note:  *  Neoplasm  equals  cancer. 
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